
BRAMPTON WALKERS ARE WELCOME 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

Held on Thursday 12th October 2017 

At Brampton Community Centre 

Present : Nicky Beecham(Chair), Ann Oswin (Treasurer), Beverley Dawson, Lesley Begley, Kate Allan 

and members of the public 

APOLOGIES : Andrew Nicholson, Jen Allason 

AGM 2016 MINUTES were approved. 

CHAIR’S REPORT 

Nicky opened the meeting with a welcome to all who had attended and gave thanks to all those who 

had helped the group with leading walks and suggestions during the year. She briefly outlined the 

work carried out by the group during the preceding year and progress made. Work was continuing 

on getting the Quarry Beck footpath adopted as public right of way and this was aimed to be 

completed before the end of next year. Much time had been spent on working on reporting footpath 

faults and a post card for reporting faults has been produced, circulated to all households in 

Brampton and was available at the Moot Hall. Meetings had been held with the Horse-Riding Group 

in Brampton in order to help with identifying suitable bridleways , recognising that the Horse-Riding 

Group would need to get approval from the County Council for any proposed change of use. 

The monthly walks programme continues to be very successful with attendees of 7-23 on walks. A 

list of walks was available. Coffee mornings have provided funding for publicity, room hire and 

future work on producing walking maps. 

Objectives for 2017-2018 

- Produce circular walking maps 

- 2 year recycle of monthly walking programme  

- Quarry Beck footpath submission 

- Co-operation of bridleway proposals 

- Possible working parties for footpath maintenance 

Financial Report 

Ann circulated report – balance £318.91 less conference fees and room hire 

Election of Officers 

All agreed to stand and were re-elected. Stella Lewsley proposed and Ann Oswin seconded Ruth 

Allan as additional committee member. 



The meeting closed at approximately 7.30 pm and was followed after refreshments by a talk from 

Peter Pearson, Chair of the John Muir Trust, attended by 20 people including representatives from 

the Ramblers Association and members of Brampton Fell walkers.  

The Talk 

Peter Pearson outlined the origins of the JMT from its founding in 1983 when it took its name from 

the Scots-born founder of the modern conservation movement. John Muir (born in Dunbar in 1838, 

emigrated to North America with his family) has long been regarded as a national hero in the USA, 

but until recently was relatively unknown in Britain. 

Peter Pearson then went on to describe in more detail the work of the JMT, which until now has 

been almost entirely in Scotland, examples he gave were: 

Better protection for wild land - In 2014, JMT’s campaigning work resulted in the Scottish 

Government introducing better wild land protection measures. This included adoption of the Wild 

Land Areas map into planning policy. 

Expanding native woodland - In 25 years, the JMT has achieved a tenfold increase in native tree 

cover on Knoydart, encouraging a return of wildlife which will improve biodiversity in the long-term. 

Establishing effective deer management - The JMT has helped to put deer management reform onto 

the Scottish Government’s agenda. The aim is to restore Scotland’s deer populations to what nature 

can support. 

Engaging more people with nature - Thousands of people get out into nature every year through the 

John Muir Award.  

He told us that the JMT is funded mainly through generous charitable donations and bequests. The 

public profile of the Trust has attracted donors despite at times controversial aspects of its work. He 

believes the JMT can put some of its success down to the good communications it keeps with all the 

agencies involved. 

Now the JMT are moving tentatively into the Lake District. They have taken on the management of 

of Glenridding Common on the basis of a 3 year lease from the Lake District National Park Authority 

and with the important local knowledge of Pete Barron, who has worked as a ranger for the National 

Park for 23 years. The JMT will have to take into account not only the protection of the natural 

environment but the rights and concerns of hill farmers and even the Lake District Ski Club. Peter 

showed us the different aspects of the Glenridding Common, from the well frequented shores of 

Ullswater at Glenridding village, to the famous  Striding and Swirral Edges, and to the quieter lesser 

known havens for nature of Kepple and Brown Coves. 

We took away publications to find out more about the JMT: The Spring 2017 Journal, which featured 

an awe-inspiring front cover photograph of Striding Edge and a 5-sided article inside on Glenridding 

Common. Also available were the 2017 Land Report and the 2017 Annual Report of the JMT. And of 

course, an enticing leaflet with Membership Form attached. (See www.johnmuirtrust.org ) 

Our thanks to Peter Pearson for a fascinating talk, we hope to hear more from him. 

http://www.johnmuirtrust.org/

