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BWAW steering group has been fairly busy this year :   

• The condition of Brampton’s footpaths: Kate has been in regular contact with Chris Graham, the 
CC Countryside Access Officer (Christopher.Graham@cumbria.gov.uk) and he has been quite 
responsive and clear in his communications. However it is fairly evident that the County Council 
are quite strapped for cash and repairs and improvements are slow to happen if there is not a 
statutory imperative. So far we have not received a reply from him in response to the 
completed Footpath Fault Reporting postcards. 

• Our strong links with Brampton Visitor Centre continue, as does the supportive relationship 
with the Parish Council.  Particular thanks to Angie at the BIG magazine for her patience and 
hard work in helping us to distribute the Footpath Fault Reporting postcards. The Visitor Centre 
has been helpful in receiving the returns, and displaying other forms of publicity. Thanks also 
are due to all the local newsletters who advertise our events and to local shops who find room 
to display our posters. 

• Most recently we have been talking to the local horse riders about the interface between 
bridleways and footpaths in the Parish. We would like to enable them to find a solution to the 
problems they face as horse riders while also fulfilling our WAW role as defenders of the 
footpaths! This is not a simple issue, and has occupied a good deal of debating time in the 
Extraordinary Parish Council meeting on 20/07/17 which Kate and Nicky attended, and then 
more recently at our steering group meeting on 13/09/17, which  two horse riding 
representatives attended. The minutes of this meeting are available at our AGM. 

• Work is still ongoing to turn Quarry Beck path into a public footpath, Andrew Nicholson has 
been unable to conclude the work this year as hoped, but is quietly confident that the end of 
the task is in sight. 

• Networking: We have an excellent supportive local mentor at Kirkby Stephen - Ann Sandell, the 
Secretary of the National WAW, and we are hoping to connect a bit more with the Alston Moor 
WAW quite soon. See overleaf for current list of WAW towns in our region. 

• Monthly guided walking programme: The eye-catching publicity and the variety of walks offered 
seem to be going down well. Numbers have fluctuated between 7 and 23. The walkers are a 
friendly community and we have some new leaders, which is a delight, but we are always 
looking for more leaders to offer a walk and thus share the dates out. The walks do not have to 
differ hugely, we do repeat routes, so it helps when leaders bring their particular individual 
approach to the walks. Thanks to Lesley our Minutes Secretary for keeping a detailed record of 
all the walks we have done, this is available to those interested / prospective leaders. 

• This year is the 10th Anniversary of the National WAW, and the conference will once again be at 
the founding town of Hebden Bridge. The walking festival they have put on to celebrate this 
anniversary is happening as we meet for our own AGM. Nicky will be attending the core 
conference this coming weekend, 14-15th October. 

• As usual the annual coffee morning has bolstered our funds to enable us to carry out all these 
activities. 

 

mailto:Christopher.Graham@cumbria.gov.uk


Objectives from 2016-17 still ongoing: 

• To make walks maps more available to the public, both digitally on the website and as leaflets.  

• To make Kate’s 14 circular routes available to Sunday walking leaders. 
 

Objectives for 2017-18: 

• Conclude Quarry Beck  becoming a footpath 

• Resolve footpath/ bridleway issues 

• Continue monitoring footpaths - surface, signage, obstructions etc  - and working closely with 
CCC  rights of way officer 

• Path maintenance – organising volunteer work parties? - something radical that sprang to mind! 
 

Your ideas on a postcard please! 
Nicky Beecham  06/10/2017 

 

 

The following towns and villages in Northern England currently hold Walkers are Welcome status.  

 

Alston Moor – Cumbria 

Baildon – Bradford 

Barnard Castle – Durham 

Bingley – W. Yorkshire 

Boroughbridge – N. Yorkshire 

Bradfield – Sheffield 

Brampton – Cumbria 

Burley-in-Wharfedale – W. Yorkshire 

Denby Dale – Yorkshire 

Golcar and Slaithwaite – W. Yorkshire 

Guisborough – Redcar & Cleveland 

Hebden Bridge – Calderdale 

Kirkby Stephen – Cumbria 

Leyburn – N. Yorkshire 

Loftus – N. Yorkshire 

Market Weighton – E. Yorkshire 

Marsden – Kirklees (Provisional) 

Meltham – W. Yorkshire 

Mytholmroyd – Calderdale 

Otley – W. Yorkshire 

Pateley Bridge – N. Yorkshire 

Rosedale Abbey – N. Yorkshire 

Sedbergh – Cumbria 

Snaith – E. Yorkshire 

Stocksbridge – Sheffield 

Tadcaster – N. Yorkshire 

Thirsk and Sowerby – N. Yorkshire 

Todmorden – Calderdale 

 

Nearest Scottish WAW towns 

Kilsyth – Lanarks 

Melrose – Borders 

Moffat – Dumfries & Galloway 

Newton Stewart – Dumfries & Galloway 

 

 

 

More information at: walkersarewelcome.org.uk 

http://baildonwalkersarewelcome.org/
http://www.walkteesdale.org.uk/
http://www.bingleysaltpeanuts.xyz/
http://www.boroughbridgewalks.org.uk/
http://www.bradfield-walkers.org.uk/
http://www.bramptonwalkersarewelcome.wordpress.com/
http://www.waw-burleyinwharfedale.org/
http://www.denbydale-saltpeanuts.xyz/
http://www.golcarandslaithwaitewalkers.org.uk/
http://sites.google.com/site/guisboroughwalkersarewelcome/home
http://www.hbwalkersaction.org.uk/
http://www.walkeden.org/
http://www.leyburnonline.co.uk/walkersarewelcome.html
http://loftusaccordwalkin.wix.com/walkingloftus
http://www.weightonwalkers.org.uk/
http://www.marsdenwalkersarewelcome.talktalk.net/
http://www.walkingmeltham.com/
http://www.mytholmroydwalkers.org/
http://waw-otley.org.uk/
http://www.pbwf.co.uk/
http://www.rosedaleabbey.com/
http://www.sedberghgateway.org.uk/
http://www.walkingsnaithvale.co.uk/
http://www.stocksbridge-walkers.org.uk/
http://tadwalks.org.uk/
http://www.visitthirsk.org.uk/
http://www.todwalkers.org.uk/
http://www.visitmoffat.co.uk/

