
 

Family Town Trail of Brampton 

Homer wrote of the wanderings and return home of Odysseus and 
of all the perils that he encountered on his journey. Today’s 
adventurous journey will take you to unusual places in Brampton, 
where like Odysseus; you will have to find answers to questions, in 
order to return home.   Good luck! 

 

The Moot Hall is a very old building – it was used by Oliver Cromwell 
during the Civil War to house 60 prisoners.  

 

1. How many prisoners would fit into the stocks today?  

 

-------------------------------------------- 
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The last person to be put in the stocks was a man called Johnnie 
Steenson for being drunk and using bad language at the Nag’s 
Head pub, in 1836. 

  Now walk past the Nags Head Pub and past the corner by the bus 
stop: 

 

2. This building once was  a bank, what was its  name?  

 ------------------------------------------------------ 

Follow the pavement to the Howard Arms: 

3. What did Charles Dickens do here when he got tired of writing?  

---------------------------------- 

4. Do you know of any story that Charles Dickens wrote?  

---------------------------------- 

Now turn into the small  lane just after the Howard Arms: Howard 
Court is now a care home but what was it before? 
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In May 1853 Queen Victoria sent  a telegram to Brampton from 
Buckingham Palace saying “The Queen’s most excellent majesty has 
granted permission to the inhabitants of Brampton that a County 
Court should be holden there”  

5. So, what sort of things happened here in Howard Court many 
years ago?  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Return to Front Street and continue along the pavement past the 
Fish and Chip shop and GeltRoad until you come to the narrow 
Church Lane.   A short way up the lane you will find a house with a 
strange name: 

6. What were knucklestuks? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------  

I bet you don’t know!  I’ll give you a clue: a bag of something was 
found here during rebuilding– it contained something with which 
children played. 

Return to Front Street turn left and go to St. Martin’s Church. To 
the left of the entrance to the church, there is a stone carving of 
Saint Martin: 

7. What is he doing? 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

If the church is open, go in. Aren’t the stained glass windows 
beautiful? They were designed by a group of famous artists called 
The Pre Raphaelites. 
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8. In the window of the three graces, what order do they come in 
from left to right? 

1. ---------------------------- 

2. ---------------------------- 

3. ----------------------------  

9. In the large stained glass window Saint George is red.  What is 
he doing?  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Outside the church can you find the answer to this riddle? 

10. I have four sides but not as many faces. What do I mean?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Continue your journey past the Antique Warehouse and along the 
road until you come to Number 31 Carlisle Road: 

11. What was once here? 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

12. Where is it now?  You might be able to answer this question 
later when you return to the Moot Hall. 

Now take great care because you need to cross this busy street to 
the other side. You might need to get help from an adult to cross 
safely. 

Find the yellow brick building just before the Police Station: 

13. What happened here on September 5th 1782?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Now find the Police Station and cross over the busy road again and 
move to the open area where there is a statue of Emperor Hadrian. 

He doesn’t look like a Roughy toughy soldier to me! 

 

14. What was Emperor Hadrian responsible for? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Now return along Front Street to find Hills the dentist’s surgery. 
The small lane here is called Chandlers Lane because many years 
ago there were shops here that made candles. 

15 Look carefully at the name of the lane; now go to the other end 
of the lane and come back again.  What is the difference?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Walk a little further along Front Street until you come across the 
cross roads.  This is called “Low Cross Street”. In Brampton there 
are two cross roads - the other is called “High Cross Street” 
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16. Why do you think that these streets are so called? What did 
they cross? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Continue up Front Street until you come to a Public house called 
“The Shoulder Of Mutton” 

 17. Why do you think this public house is so called?  

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Just a little further up the street you will see the bus stop.  One 
of the buses that stop here is a bus service called AD122. 

18 Why is this service so called and where does it go to?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Now continue along Front Street, go past the Doctor’s surgery, 
turn left down High Cross Street and left again in front of the 
White Lion  and go past the rear of the doctor’s surgery – just 
along the narrow lane you will come across a man-hole cover.  
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19. Listen carefully, what can you hear? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

20. Why is this lane called Beck lane? 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Retrace your steps back along Beck Lane, to the White Lion  and 
High Cross Street.  Take care in crossing the street to a large 
white shoe shop. 

21. Who stayed at this place many years ago and why?  

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now return along the pavement to the Moot Hall where you started 
this adventure, and the final question: 

22. What is better than riches?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Here’s a clue;  look carefully at the right hand side  of the front of 
the Moot Hall. 

Well that’s it. How have you done? Have you found all of the 
answers? Will you now be able to get back home like Odysseus? 

 

Thank you  and  I hope that you have enjoyed it. 

David Moorat 

Chairman Brampton Parish Council 
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